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Berlin Pre-Summer Walleye Bite Tough 

 

BERLIN CENTER, Ohio -The Ohio Walleye Federation held its second tournament of the 2018 season on 

Sunday May 6th at Berlin Lake.  Twenty five teams took the water hoping to win a share of the $3700 up 

for grabs.  

 

The pre-summer walleye bite kept anglers scratching their 

heads.  Walleye had begun to move into the main lake 

areas and some teams reported catching fish in the 

shallows near or around budding green willows.  The bites 

were few and far in between so anglers had to fish with 

extreme patience. 

 

The team of Jim Gwynn of Bentleyville, Pennsylvania and 

Matt Whitacre of Oakland, Maryland had the key bites 

needed to win the day.  The winning team weighed in only 

four fish at 8.24 lbs.  The team pitched jigs in shallow 

water to get the win.  Their persistence and patience paid 

off to the amount of $1400 in prize money.   

 

Second place honors were earned by Dave Yoder and Rich 

McIntyre with four fish at 7.47 lbs.  The team pitched jigs 

in shallow near rocks and willows.  Dave Yoder stated  “Our fish came in 4-6’ feet of water.  Rock flats 

transitioning into the s and blue and white 1/8 ounce jigs tipped with crawlers caught all of our fish”. 

Third place went to Marion Erb and Robert Burkholder with three fish at 4.92 lbs.  The teams of Mitch 

Shipman and Rick Mulraney 4.24 lbs(one fish) and Steve Booher and Mike Schmidt 3.44 lbs(one fish) 

rounded out the top five.    Each team weighed only one fish each but that earned them Big Fish and 2nd 

Big Fish respectively. 

 

Anglers struggled to find biting walleyes during their pre-fish.  Anglers scoured creek arms hoping to find 

active fish.  On tournament day, most anglers reported catching fish near the main lake areas.  

Unfortunately, the vast majority of the teams could only find one bite.  This slow bite is indicative of the 

pre-summer calendar period where walleye transition back to the shallow water to put on their 

“feedbags”.   The lake boasts vast numbers of healthy and big walleye, that will soon be caught by eager 

anglers. 

 



The Ohio Walleye Federation will hold its next event on Pymatuning Lake June 3rd at New Bowers 

Launch.   The OWF events are possible because of our sponsor support from Ravenna Marine, Vic’s 

Marine, Haine’s Marine, Worldwide Marine Insurance, Goschinski’s Fin Feather and Fur, and Warrior 

Lures along with many others.  For more information please visit www.fishowf.club or e mail 

fishowf@gmail.com.  Check us out on FACEBOOK- Ohio Walleye Federation. 

 

The general public is welcome to attend our weigh-ins beginning at 3 pm the day of the event.  The OWF 

promotes “Fishing, Family, Friends and Fun!” 

 

Ohio Walleye Federation-Berlin Lake Tournament: 

1st  Place $1400 Jim Gywnn and Matt Whitacre 

2nd Place $700 Dave Yoder and Rich McIntyre 

3rd Place $500 Marion Erb and Robert Burkholder 

4th Place $400 Mitch Shipman and Rick Mulraney 

5th Place $300 Steve Booher and Mike Schmidt 

Big Fish  $250 Mitch Shipman and Rick Mulraney 

 

Special Thanks to all of our sponsors: 

Ravenna Marine-OWF's ILC Title Sponsor 

Vic's Marine-OWF's Lake Erie Title Sponsor 

Haine's Marine 

Fin Feather & Fur 

Worldwide Insurance 

Warrior Lures 

Domka Outdoors 

Reef Runner 

Kerr Automotive 

Fish D Funk 

Snakebite Snaps 

Les's Bait 

Kames 

Cisco 

Fish USA 

Church's Tackle 

Traxstech 

These sponsors make our tournaments possible!!!! 


